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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to communications: Request for RCE filed on 1 1/24/03 and 
After Final Amendment filed on 9/22/03. 

. 2. The rejection of claims 1-28 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over van Hoff, 
deVries, and Van Der Meer has been withdrawn as necessitated by amendment and based on 
Applicant's remarks in the After Final Amendment filed on 9/22/03. 

3. Claims 1-28 are pending in the case. Claims 1,10, 22, 23, 24, and 25 are independent 
claims. 



4. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/24/03 has been entered. 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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6. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eintracht et al. (USPN 6,687,878 Bl - filed on 03/1999) in view of deVries et al. (USPN 
6,332,144 Bl - filed on 12/1998). 
Regarding independent claim 1, Eintracht discloses: 

A computing system for scalably managing annotations (Eintracht see Abstract teaches a 
collaborative document annotation system), the computing system comprising: 

a tier III server for storing annotations (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 40-63, see Figure 3 
item 60 teaches Notes Database 30 tracks all annotations and other activities; see Abstract notes 
associated with a document are stored in a notes database); 

a tier II server for storing an index of the annotations stored on the tier III server, but not 
the annotations, that is separate and distinct from the tier III server (Eintracht on col. 8, lines 61- 
63 teaches Notes Server assigns a unique Note Serial Number upon the creation of each note; 
wherein the number serves to identify each note in the system; col. 10, lines 27-39, see Figure 3 
teaches a Notes Server 58 functions to receive modified URLs from the Note Agent; the Notes 
Server receives request from the Web Server to retrieve annotations from the Notes Database 
30); and 

a tier I server for determining if a content source has an index of the annotations stored 
on the tier II server, that is separate and distinct from the tier II and tier III servers (Eintracht on 
col. 9, lines 49-52 and col. 10, lines 27-39, see Abstract and Figure 3 teaches Web server 54 
captures requests from client for creating, storing, editing, and retrieving annotations related to 
specific documents stored on the Notes Database). 
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However, Eintracht does not explicitly disclose that the Notes Database for storing 
annotations is a "tier III server". 

deVries on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database 
server 32 for storing annotations. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the tier II server further stores a plurality of generic properties for the 
annotations (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 27-39, see Figure 3 teaches a Notes Server 58 functions 
to receive modified URLs from the Note Agent; on col. 10, lines 40-41 teaches Note Server 58 
functions to keep track of all annotation activity in the Notes Database 60). 
Regarding dependent claim 3, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the tier III server further stores one or more type specific properties for the 
annotations (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 40-63 teaches Notes Database 60 records Note Document 
ID, Note Contents, Note Anchor coordinates, Note Time Stamp, and Note Owner ID). 
Regarding dependent claims 4-6, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the tier I, II, III server comprises a plurality of servers (Eintracht on col. 8, lines 
44-46 teaches the system can be implemented to operate over LAN, WAN or the Internet 
comprising a plurality of servers systems). 
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Regarding dependent claim 7, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the tier III server further stores client software to allow a user to view a type of 
annotation (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 40-63 teaches database is a useful tool for tracking all 
annotations and other activities). 
Regarding dependent claim 8, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the content source is identified by a document identifier (Eintracht on col. 4, 
lines 16-17 teaches URL associated with a document to be viewed). 
Regarding dependent claims 9 and 28, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the document identifier is selected from the group consisting of: a directory 
path, a uniform resource locator, and a file name (Eintracht on col. 8, lines 50-51 teaches URL 
(uniform resource locator)). 

Regarding independent claim 10, Eintracht discloses: 

A scalable computerized method of posting an annotation (Eintracht see Abstract teaches a 
system for creating, storing, editing and retrieving annotations related to specific documents), the 
method comprising: 

sending an annotation post from a client to a tier III server (Eintracht on col. 16, lines 12- 
29 teaches posting note data to the Note Sever to create a new record in the Note Database for 
the new note); 

storing a portion of the annotation post on the tier III server (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 
40-63, see Figure 3 item 60 teaches Notes Database 30 tracks all annotations and other activities; 
see Abstract notes associated with a document are stored in a notes database); 

sending a second portion of the annotation post from the tier III server to a tier II 
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server that is separate and distinct from the tier III server (Eintracht on col. 7, lines 45-47 and 
col. 10, lines 40-63, see Abstract teaches the Note Server and Note Database are in 
communication with each other; wherein annotations are posted to the notes server by a notes 
client, the state of the annotation is synchronized); 

storing the second portion of the annotation post on the tier II server (Eintracht on col. 8, 
lines 61-63 teaches Notes Server assigns a unique Note Serial Number upon the creation of each 
note; wherein the number serves to identify each note in the system; see Abstract teaches the 
wherein annotations are posted to the notes server by a notes); 

sending association information from the tier II server to a tier I server that is separate 
and distinct from the tier II and tier III servers (Eintracht on col. 8, lines 34-36 teaches Notes 
Server functions in conjunction with the Web server 54 (see Figure 3); on col. 6, lines 48-52 
teaches web server functions to capture special request from client for creating, storing, editing 
and retrieving annotations related specific documents from the Notes Server); and 

storing the association information on the tier I server (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 19-26 
teaches web server receives URLs from client to request annotations from the Notes Server). 

However, Eintracht does not explicitly disclose that the Notes Database for storing 
annotations is a "tier III server". 

deVries on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database 
server 32 for storing annotations. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
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Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding dependent claim 11, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein the acts are performed in the order listed (Eintracht see Abstract teaches 
creating, storing, editing, and retrieving process for annotations). 
Regarding dependent claim 12, Eintracht discloses: 

further comprising notifying the client of a successful post to the tier III server (Eintracht 
on col. 16, lines 38-43 teaches communication with the Notes client; see Abstract teaches 
annotations are posted to the notes server by a notes client) and (deVries discloses tier III server 
on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database server 32 for 
storing annotations). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding dependent claim 13, Eintracht discloses: 

further comprising notifying the client occurs prior to sending the second portion of the 
annotation to the tier II server (Eintracht see Abstract teaches annotations are posted to the notes 
server by a notes client). 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Eintracht discloses: 
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further comprising notifying the tier III server of a successful post to the tier II server 
(Eintracht on col. 7, lines 45-47 and col. 10, lines 40-63, see Abstract teaches the Note Server 
and Note Database communicate with each other (see Figure 3). 
Regarding dependent claim 15, Eintracht discloses: 

further comprising notifying the tier II server of a successful post to the tier I server 
(Eintracht on col. 8, lines 34-36 teaches Notes Server functions in conjunction with the Web 
server 54 (see Figure 3); see Abstract teaches annotations are posted). 
Regarding dependent claim 16, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein sending the annotation post from the client to the tier III server comprises 
sending a URL for the tier I server, a URL for the tier II server, a URL for the tier III server, a 
context document identifier, type specific annotation properties, generic annotation properties, 
and an annotation body (Eintracht on col. 3, lines 53-55, see Abstract teaches URLs are used for 
managing and administrating the Notes Server and Notes Database; on col. 10, lines 19-39 
teaches the Notes Server receives URLs from the Web Server (see Figure 3)) and (deVries 
discloses "tier III server" on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index 
database server 32 for storing annotations). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding dependent claim 17, Eintracht discloses: 
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wherein storing a portion of the annotation on the tier III server comprises storing the 
annotation body and the type specific annotation properties (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 40-63 
teaches Notes Database 60 records Note Document ID, Note Contents, Note anchor coordinates, 
Note Time Stamp, and Note Owner ED). 
Regarding dependent claim 18, Eintracht discloses: 

further comprising generating a unique identifier for the annotation body and type 
specific annotation properties stored on the tier III server (Eintracht on col. 8, lines 6-23 teaches 
creating a unique identifier for the note). 
Regarding dependent claims 19 and 20, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein sending and storing a second portion of the annotation to the tier II server 
comprises sending a URL or the tier I server, a URL for the tier II server, a URL for the tier III 
server, a context document identifier, generic annotation properties, and the unique identifier 
(Eintracht on col. 3, lines 53-55, see Abstract teaches URLs are used for managing and 
administrating the Notes Server and Notes Database; on col. 10, lines 19-39 teaches the Notes 
Server receives URLs from the Web Server (see Figure 3)) and (deVries discloses "tier III 
server" on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database server 32 
for storing annotations). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 
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Regarding dependent claim 21, Eintracht discloses: 

wherein sending association information to the tier I server comprises sending the tier I 
server URL, the tier II server URL, the context document identifier and an indexing identifier 
storing the association information on the tier I server (Eintracht on col. 8, lines 34-36 teaches 
Notes Server functions in conjunction with the Web server 54 (see Figure 3); on col. 6, lines 48- 
52 teaches web server functions to capture special request from client for creating, storing, 
editing and retrieving annotations related specific documents from the Notes Server; and col. 10, 
lines 19-26 teaches the web server transmits URLs to the Notes Server). 
Regarding independent claims 22 and 23, Eintracht discloses: 

A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a "client-to-tier III server"data structure for 
scalable annotations comprising: 

a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; a second field 
containing data representing a body of the annotation; a third field containing data representing 
generic properties of the annotation; a fourth field containing data representing type specific 
properties of the annotation (Eintracht on col. 16, line 67 - col. 17, line 15, col. 18, lines 18-35, 
see Figures 10-13 teaches a note data structure comprising a plurality of fields such as Document 
ID field; the text (content of the note); note anchor; note time stamp. . .(generic and type specific 
properties)); 

a fifth field containing data representing a URL for a tier III server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 40-63 teaches Notes 
Database, see Abstract teaches storing and receiving posted annotations; wherein the annotations 
are stored in the Notes Database); 
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a sixth field containing data representing a URL for a tier II server for receiving and 
storing a portion of the post of the annotation wherein the URL for the tier II server is distinct 
from the URL for the tier III server (Eintracht on col, 3, lines 53-55 teaches URLs are used for 
managing and administrating the Notes Server and Notes Database; see Abstract the network 
system for receiving and storing posted annotations); and 

a seventh field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
URLs for the tier II and tier III servers (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 19-39 teaches the Notes Server 
receives URLs from the Web Server; see Figure 3 shows distinct and separate computer 
systems). 

However, Eintracht does not explicitly disclose that the Notes Database for storing 
annotations is "a tier III server". 

deVries on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database 
server 32 for storing annotations. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding independent claim 24, Eintracht discloses: 

A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a "tier II server-to-tier I" server data 
structure for scalable annotations comprising: 
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a first field containing data representing a context document identifier; a second field 
containing data representing an indexing identifier of the annotation (Eintracht on col. 16, line 67 
- col 17, line 15, col. 18, lines 18-35, see Figures 10-13 teaches a note data structure comprising 
a plurality of fields such as Document ID field; the text (content of the note); note anchor; note 
time stamp. . .(generic and type specific properties)); 

a third field containing data representing a URL for the tier II server for indexing the 
annotation (Eintracht on col. 3, lines 53-55 teaches URLs are used for managing and 
administrating the Notes Server and Notes Database; on col. 8, lines 61-63 teaches Notes Server 
assigns a unique Note Serial Number upon the creation of each note; wherein the number serves 
to identify each note in the system; col. 10, lines 27-39, see Figure 3 teaches a Notes Server 58 
functions to receive modified URLs from the Note Agent; the Notes Server receives request from 
the Web Server to retrieve annotations from the Notes Database 30); and 

a fourth field containing data representing a URL for a tier I server for receiving and 
storing associations for the annotation, wherein the URL for the tier I server is distinct from the 
URL for the tier II server (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 19-39 teaches web server receives URLs 
from client to request annotations from the Notes Server; the Notes Server receives URLs from 
the Web Server; see Figure 3 shows distinct and separate computer systems). 

However, Eintracht does not explicitly disclose that the Notes Database for storing 
annotations is a "tier III server". 

deVries on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database 
server 32 for storing annotations. 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding independent claim 25, Eintracht discloses: 

A scalable computerized method for managing annotations, the method comprising: 

storing within a tier I server reference to a tier II server for storing an index that identifies 
a tier III server; storing within a tier II that is separate and distinct from the tier I server an index 
that identifies the tier III server that stores an annotation associated with a content source 
(Eintracht on col. 8, lines 61-63 teaches Notes Server assigns a unique Note Serial Number upon 
the creation of each note; wherein the number serves to identify each note in the system; the 
Notes Server receives request from the Web Server to retrieve annotations from the Notes 
Database 30; see Figure 3 shows the Notes Server coupled to the Notes Database used to store 
annotations; on col. 10, lines 27-39 teaches the Notes Server receives URLs to identified the 
stored annotations from the Notes Database) that stores an annotation associated with a content 
source (Eintracht see Abstract teaches storing annotations with related document); 

storing within a tier III server that is separate and distinct from the tier I and tier II 
servers annotation associated with a content source (Eintracht see Abstract teaches storing 
annotations with related document; see Figure 3 shows Notes database used for storing 
annotations is coupled to the Notes Server); 
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receiving by the tier I server from a client a document identifier that identifies the 
content source (Eintracht on col. 4, lines 15-18 teaches URL associated with a document is 
transmitted from client to server; see Figure 3 shows client 42 in communication with the Web 
Server 54); and 

providing a first response to the client from the tier I server, wherein the first response 
comprises one for more associations for the document identifier and a reference a tier II server 
for each of the associations (Eintracht on col. 4, lines 13-37 teaches a response from server to 
client using URL that is associated with the document to be viewed and annotated). 

However, Eintracht does not explicitly disclose that the Notes Database for storing 
annotations is a "tier III server". 

deVries on col. 7, lines 26-40 see Figure 1 A items 30 and 32 teaches an index database 
server 32 for storing annotations. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified deVries into Eintracht to provide a way to store 
annotations in an index database server, as taught by deVries, incorporated into the Notes 
Database of Eintracht in order provide an efficient and cost-effective distributed annotating 
media system. 

Regarding dependent claims 26, Eintracht discloses: 

further comprising: receiving by the tier II server from the client a selection identifying 
one of the associations for the document identifier (Eintracht on col. 10, lines 24-26 teaches the 
Notes Server receives URLs); providing a second response to the client from the tier II server, 
wherein the second response comprises a header for each of the annotations associated with the 
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document identifier and the reference to the tier III server for each annotation (Eintracht on col. 
4, lines 13-37 teaches sending a response to the client form the server using a URL). 
Regarding dependent claim 27, Eintracht discloses: 

further comprising: receiving by the tier III server from the client an annotation identifier 
(Eintracht on col. 10, lines 40-63 teaches a Note Document ID and Note Owner ID (client ID) 
are stored in the Notes Database); and providing a third response to the client from the tier III 
server, wherein the third response comprises a body for the annotation identified by the 
annotation identifier (Eintracht on col. 4, lines 13-37 teaches response to the client from the 
server). 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-28 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: 09/339,733 
Art Unit: 2176 



Page 16 



Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Almari Yuan whose telephone number is (703) 305-5945. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays - Fridays (8:30am - 5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



AY 

February 5, 2004 



^/JOSEPH FEILD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




